Brief description of the contribution made in
The place and meaning of Kant's Critique of pure reason (1781)
in the legacy of Western philosophy
The main contribution of this article is given in its new understanding of the nature of nominalism. This new understanding necessitates a different understanding both of rationalism and irrationalism. It is argued that nominalism is rationalistic and irrationalistic at the same time and it paves the way to show how Kant developed the rationalistic trait of nominalism up to its ultimate consequences by elevating human understanding to be the (a priori) formal law-giver of nature – [“Understanding creates its laws (a priori) not out of nature, but prescribes them to nature” (Prolegomena, 1783, II 36, 320.]

This article also explores a new way to articulate the distinction between concept and idea – namely in terms of the distinction of a conceptual use of modal terms and an employment of modal features stretched beyond the limits of the aspect in which they have there modal seat.

The influence of Kant's work is briefly assessed – with reference to Kant and modern mathematics, Kant and Wittgenstein and the distinction between analytic and synthetic judgements. In terms of a new systematic understanding of the meaning of analysis (differentiating in identification and distinction) it is shown that synthesis is not opposed to analysis, but merely to one of the two legs of analysis, namely distinguishing.
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