“Eat it again for the first time”:
Identity in a world of Change
Although Dooyeweerd from the very beginning frequently used the term “constancy” he never realized that this term is quite appropriate to designate the core meaning of the kinematic aspect, not even after (in 1950) he introduced the distinction between the physical and the kinematic aspect. In his account for the possibility to know changeful things Plato already discovered the insight that change can only be detected on the basis of persistence, of an element of endurance, of constancy. In addition to highlighting the connection with Galileo and Einstein it is pointed out that, owing to the retrocipation on the law-side, the so-called law of energy conservation actually ought to be designated as the law of energy constancy. In terms of philosophical systematics the distinction between a conceptual use of modal terms and a concept-transcending use of such terms is applied to a concept-transcending employment of the core meaning of the kinematic aspect in order to account for our awareness of the identity of (natural and social) entities (not to forget of the so-called “mind-brain” identity).
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