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Introduction B S S

The lessons of this first part of the intermediate program.are
- designed to introduce  the pupils to the central message of the Bible.
The key that unlocks the Scriptures is to be found in God's qugggpt with
: ,mankind.;After.theuruinous,qqtcome of the perfect beginniquGQd sét‘ypen
He created the heavens and the earth,.God made a.new.beginning, God
promises to save the world through the Son that is to be born. To this
- promisc God remaing. faithful in spite of man's rebellion and waywardness:
- To accomplish his purppses God chooses the people of Israel fo be the
_instrument through whichéall the nations of thq earth shall be. blesseds
Even in and through his judgments God repains faithful to this promise,
fulfilling it in the birth of the Son of Man, In the Immanuel « God with
us - God reveals Himself fully as man's partners -
- ?;yg{manx‘storigs of the 01d Testament-reveal Yahweh as the covenant
keeping, faithful and merciful God. Sovereignly God establishes his covenant
- with Abraham, Isasc and Jacob, and later with the people of Israel. And
sovereignly. and graciously God maintains his: covenant with the patriarche
and with Israel, in spite of their sins,
Perhaps the - children camnot fully grasp. yet the total perspective
. of the history of God!s revelation. But they can certainly underspand and
deepen their understanding of God's covenantal dealings_with”piﬁiyeople,
and what He expects from them in responses They can begin ;giéggsgpspmething
- Of the tense and exciting history of the patriarchs' and Israells
response o Godls love spd God's £inel answer to their mfelthfulnoss,
As the children deepen. thelr understonding of God's self-revelation as a
covenant keeping God, who never forsakes the works of his hands, they cannot. .
help but relate this knowledge to their own religious selfhood. For it is
the same God who speaks to them and to all of us, holding out his promises for
now and making his demands upon their lives and ours, for He is the same

yesterday, and today, and forever.



. NTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL STUDIES

A,

The Role of the Bible in the Christisn School

LI

_JEhe Bible can function in three distinct ways within the total educational
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As the 11v1ng Word of God, the Scrlptures are the norm for our 11ven,

%

1nclud1ng our educatlonal act1v1ulesu The Word of God 1s the bauls and

directive for Chrlstlan educatjono Everythlng that 1s done in the

school and evesy subJect area that is taught ought to be founded upon

and be expre551ve of thls fundamental dlrectlve. The Chrlstlan character
_of the school, therefore, depends entlrely upon the falthfulness o@ the

_ school soc1ety, the board, the admlnlstratlon, the teachers and the

- ¥

pupils to the WOrd of God as the rellglous norn for all of llfeo

_'The Chrlstlan character of the school ought to express itself
»ln spe01f1c confe551onal act1v1t1eso Through slnglng,_praylng, llstenlng
together to the word of God (Blble sto*y telllng), and conf0551ng, teachers

tnpuplls together ought to deepen and enrrch thelr heart commltment and

faith response, espec1ally as 1t comes to expre551on wlthln ‘the school

ﬁwgcommunlty and act1v1t1es° The worshlp act1v1t1es withln the sc100l

(3)

ought to be characterlzed by the nature of the school as an educatlona*
1nst1tut10n, and, therefore, ought to have a more spe01flc focus than
the publlc worship serv1ces in the church. _

The Scrlptures can also functlon as a prlmary souroc in a speclflc

program of Blbllcal Studlese Thls use of the Blble is dlfferent and

dlstlnct from the other bWO Iunctlons of the Scrlptures, Cocelvably

vthe Chrlstlan School could do w1thout spec1flc courses in "Blble"



The Christian character of a school does not depend on the inclusion of
Bible courses. Biblical Studiés (Jinior Theology) is one course among many
in the cﬂriiéﬁium; 15 mo¥é; no loss. Theré is certainly room for Biblical
Studies as a subject in thé elementary and secondary school, but then it
should be clear that we are cngaged in an academic activity which always
involves a measure of abstraction. Such a study of the Scriptures in a'more
or less academic way is peculiar to the schools Like all the other subjec's
. in the:cufriculum, this course tco. should be specifically aimed at . .
~Jpreparing the child for his many-sided religious task in:lifes

B« General Objectives for the: Projected Biblical-Studies Program

The objectives for this altcrnative Biblical Studies program can be”
Vsﬁmmariied as follows: o
(1) To provide greater flex1b111ty in the Biblical Studies program, emphasizing
not only or prlmarlly the "h:storﬂcainredemptlve" approach, but a variety
'of'approaches and methodsa
(2) To incorporate more materials dealing with the geographical., historical
and cultural background of the Scriptures, in order to bring the strange
v world of the Bible closer to the pupils! experience. e
(3):To bring to:thé fore the fundamental themes of the Scriptures, emphasizing
200 the inner unityland peculiar character of each Bible book to: a:greater
‘degrec“thanJis,dpgevinjthe»more;traditional, factual, historieal: approact
Y to %he.different parts of the Scriptures.
7 (k) Toelarify the pelation of the: Word of God to daily: life, emphasizing the
. Scriptural directives as the norm for our lives: rathér than "truths" and
horals", DR
(5) To achieve greater involvement end activation of the pupils through the usec
of audio~visual aids, art media, projects, the making of workbooks, dramat.ize

ation, etco



©..-(6) To provide teachers with good background information, references,.:and
- methodological suggestions, thereby énabling the teachers to work out
. their‘own léscons for a particular classe.

Cs Provisional Carriculum Outline

(1) ‘pridéry Tevel:
At this Poilt of our development it would seem bétter not to teach "Bible"
as a sﬁbjéétiinfgrédés 1 through 3. The emphasis in these grades should be
on the telling of the Bible stories. The cbject of the Bible story telling

should be to bring the -central religious meaning of the stories closer fo

the childrens' experiences To accomplish this. purpose use can be made of
many audio-visual aids and the children can be engaged in a considerable
- ~amount of deing (arts, dramatizing).:The “Bible story:telling and the meanc
~ouused to integrate the stories:in the childrens! éxperience sh¢uld not be
considered a subject in these grades for which the children reccive a marx
. ~énd on which:they arc testceds
(2) Thtermédiate level:
In grades 4,5, and 6 Biblical Studics can bé closely integrated with the
7% Bible stoby telling. In the grade b unit the story telling has béen' i
" torporated in the total program. The grade’ b material follows the £ollowing
k'xééQuéhEé“of éﬁesfiéné:nﬂbw'diéfWe’éét sur Bibleé How was it Qritfén? Wherc
did all these storics take plase? What was the world like in those days?
S "Wﬁéi afe'thesé'étof{es all aboﬁt? What is the'céhtfal theme‘of fhe Biblé?
" How'does the Bible dirett'us in our daily 1ifeé? Each' of thes¢ ‘themes is

followed up and developed further in the following grades.



(3)

(%)

Junior level:

In grades 7 and 8 the 0ld and New Testament themes are developed
further and deepenéd in close relation with the 0ld and New Testament
world. Sl

Senior level:

The final aim of the program in Biblical Studies has been used to deterw
mine the scope of the program. The final aim- for the elementary and
secondary school has been taken to be the deepening of the child's
understanding of God's Word as the norm for:his many-sided religious
task in life. In view of this aim, especially the highschool program
has been structured around God's Law as the religious Directive for =21l
of life. The other sections of the program are introductery: to enable
the students to réad the Bible with undérstanding and to provide them
with a frame of reference for dealing with the many Scriptural directives-
Through this program of studies it is hoped that the young people are
helped to see and experience the Bible:as a light upohithéir’ path,
enabling them to find the Way, and to go that Way with joy and in

hope in today's changing and secular world.



Grade b:

I . The'Bible as Bogk .-

*:.IT The 01d Testament World (1) = =

IIT Beginning and New Beginnings Gen, 1=12 R
IV  The Promised Child; Gene. 12-25 N

. Vi The -01d Testament: World {2): : AR SO S B

VI :The Outcome; Gene 25=37

VII':The Way Prepared; Gen. 37-50

- VIII. & Covenant People; Exe 1=20

Grade:5¢ & i oo o L S

S rJoshwar:: - 0 . L - - o : tEE L

. “II iThe Old Testament World; Geography; Daily Life {3):

7~ IIT L Judges..
oIV Rathi: o O Eeir

V- -Sacrifices; Priesthood; Worship
VI: Samel 7&
VII Kings LoD e LS - i

VIII Psalms

Grade 6¢
I . The Coning of thé Kingdohg Matt.
II The New Testament World

III Main Themes; Key Words



I  The Preservation and Translation of the Bible
II The History of Redemption; Gen. = Rev,
ITI The Old Testament Kingdom Dissolved:

Kings

Prophets

The Old Testament World

Grade 8:

I The Kingdom Established:
Luke and Aets; The New Testagent World
I and II Core

I and IT Tim.



Grade 9:

I

The Law of the Kingdom = 0.T.
Deut.
Prophets

Proverbs

Grade 10:

II

The Law of the Kingdom -~ N,T,
Matt.

I and I1 Peter

Galatians

Ephesians

Grade 11:

I

II

Interpreting the Bible
The Last Days:

Psalms

Prophets

Gospels

Revelation

Grade 122

I

The Bible and the Life of the Christian
Church

Marriage; Family; Sexuality

State

Work

Neighbors; Race

Education

Physical Carej Illness, Death.
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